Pageant Of Sport

—an episode in the pageant.

'HE ambitious Pageant of Sport staged at Abinger Common on
Saturday cost less than £100 to produce. Four months ago
the idea had not even been put on' paper.

?ageant was a great success,;and with a fete and compe-
1elped the fund for rebuilding and refurnishing the

The

titions.

Enter Queen Elizabeth I, cscortc by Si-r"wWalter Raleigh

. [Photo: T. A. Wilkie.

Parich Church, which was severely damaged by a flying bomb in

1944.

Man behind the pageant was Mr.
“harlton Abbott, 47-year-old agricul-
ural merchant in London, who has
nade his home in Abinger for 16 years.

Mr. Abbott, who_had seen only two
ageants in his life, began to devise
nd write the pageant in February,
nd this was his first attempt of its
ind.

Men and women of Abinger and
rganisations from the district—a cast
{ nearly 200—took part. Some of the
ostumes had to be hired, but most of
hem were home-made and beautifully
lone,

ON VILLAGE GREEN

The scene was the Village Green—
ocal point of village sport—in the
watural beauty of this unspoilt corner
{ the Surrey countryside. Nearby Is
he old Parish Church on the slopes of
he highest hill in Surrey, and now
howing no sign of its war-time dam-
ge.
gl’or 90 minutes between two and
hree thousand people watched a plc-
ure of colour and movement on the
/{llage Green as* Elizabethans, Geor-
ians, and Victorians strode the turf
s they had done years before. The
rganisers took great pains to make
he whole plcture as authentic as pos-
ible, and 1t was this eye for detall
hat contributed a great deal to the
yageant’s undoubted success,

Two heralds in white, with gleaming
ost-horns, preceded on to & central
tage the BSpirit of Sport (David
Holmes), who delivered the prologue,
hroughout the pageant he spoke the
omantic narrative from “behind the
cenes,”

LOBIN HOOD AND HIS MERRY MEN

First came the medimval scene with
he anclent sport of falconry, pre-
ented by members of Ablnger Pony
Club, followed by the romantic heroes
of Sherwood Forest. The appearance
of Robin Hood, who sent an Arrow
Aaway Into space over the trees, was the
signal for a rollicking entry of the
Merry Men in Lincoln Green,

This was Stoughton Youth Club's
contribution, and they demonstrated
the sports of archery (there were three

Gross takings were nearly £500.

or four “bulls” from 30 paces), wrest-
ling, and single-stlck. During a wrest-
ling throw Leo Sewell broke his collar-
bone, and Jack Page sprained a wrist,|
but both pluckily continued a very
realistic scene.

|
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BOWLS, SKITTLES, CHESS %

e

On to the Elizabethan era and the'

more serene bowls and skittles, coun-
try dancing, and chess. The last-men-
tioned was outstanding in presenta-
tion. A chequered cloth was spread
on the ground, and children of Abin.
ger Hammer School, dressed to repre-

I

sent chess pieces, acted a game be-| 'COntinuea from previous column)

tween Good Queen Bess and a noble-

man. Others in the Elizabethan scene|dren of Abinger Common School. |

included members of Abinger Bowling
Club and children of Abinger Common
School (trained by Miss Gore).

Stool ball, displayed by Miss Brooker/lowed b

Then dignified tennis (Lady Touche
d friends) and crogquet (1st Holm-
pury St. Mary Girl Guides) were fol|
y & “slow motion" and comical

and friends, a delicate minuet by Shir-/football match by Holmbury St. Mary

ley Munro,
sword and dagger duel by members of
Gulldford Fencing Club were chosen

and a realistic-looking|FC. The Victorian scene closed with

¢ greatest of all English games—
hat manly sport”-—cricket, played by

as popular sports and pastimes of the|"whiskered” men of Abinger.

17th century,
Two men of Surre

v

APPRECIATION

Constabulary ¢ |

gave a bout of bare-fist boxing, and| After the epllogue the whole com-

men and women of Westcott were sups
porters and onlookers In this 18the
century episode.

The early 19th century was repre
sented by a charming group of chil
dren at play. Children of Abinger
followed Into the arena a cleverly con:
structed shoe-house, drawn by a oarts
horse. “The Old Woman who Lived 'n
# Shoe” and other nursery rhymes
were sung by Patricla Faure, accom:
panied by Veronlca and Heather Har-
rison, and mimed by the children.

"HEYDAY OF SPORT"

Lastly came the Victorian age, which
the programme described as perhaps
the heyday of Britlsh sport, and also
with 1ts tradition, dignity, class dis
tincwons, and decorum. There were
plenty of laughs at the gentle fun

poked at our grandfathers and grand:|g..
This scene was presented by i,

mothers.
men and women of Abinger and chlil-

pany paraded and recelved well
deserved appreclation from the audt.
ence,
- The pageant was arranged by a com-
mittee under the chairmanship of the
Rector (the Rev. Clifford Chapman),!
with Mrs, Alan C, Abbott as secretary |
Production was by Nance Chapman
and Mr. Abbott, dances by Nance
Chapman, music by David Holmes,
Ald mistress of the robes, Mrs. N, Ham.
fiton, Many of the costumes were)
designed by Mrs. Abbott, and Miss A |
King was also one of the principal
Pageant helpers. There were, of
Course, many others who contributed
towards the success of the afternoon.
During the evening there were dis-
K‘“)‘H by Coldharbour stoolball team
lss  Gibson's School of Fencing
(Godalming), and members of the
lety for International Folk Danc-
B. uare dancing, in which any-
0ne was invited to take part, was led
¥ Guildford Youth Club, with Mr. I’

(Continued in next column)

|- Pope as caller.



