AR EED S R TR R s

Reprinted from A
Abinger Parish Magazine, Prlce, 2d.

Abinaer Church

An account of Abinger Church read by Mr.
John A. Gibbs in the Church on August 18th
to a large company of the Surrey Archeo-
logical Society, who wvisited Wotton and
Abinger that day.

I may mention to begin with that this
Church at 551 feet above the sea is the third
highest among the ancient churches of Surrey,
Tatsfield and St. Martha’s alone surpassing
it, but of modern churches there are also Cold-
harbour and Ranmore.

I will now tell you what there is.of anti-
quarian interest. First and foremost are the
early Norman north and south walls of the
nave; built of rubble, and with small round-
headed windows, of which the three on the
north side and the westernmost of the three on
the south side are original (but repaired). The
walls are nearly 4 feet thick up to the windows.

The Domesday Survey of 1086 records that
there was a church here at that time. It is
impossible, of course, to be quite certain that
ours is that church, but good architects claim
that it was, among them Gilbert Scott (Sir
Gilbert later), who in about 1852 (when he
was building Westcott Church) went so far
as to express his belief that the nave is Saxon
built; and in recent times the late Mr. Philip
Johnston (expert on Surrey churches) always
held that this is the Domesday church, not
Saxon, but Norman, and built in about 1080.
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Next in interest is the North Aisle, lying
alongside the Chancel, a chapel which was no
doubt dedicated to Our Lady, of which it
rubble-built walls and its seven lancet win
dows were, according to some authoritic

built as early as 1200, while none put them
as later than 1240. It is commonly called th
Patron’s Chancel, since the Patron claimed if
to be his private property, as in the case of

similar chapels in many other churches, an
at the restoration of our church in 1857 the
Patron, Mr. W. J. Evelyn, did undertake that
of this Aisle.

The tie-beams, king posts, rafters, and parts
of the ceiling boards of the Nave are believed
to be many, perhaps 600 or more, years old.

In the years 1935-38 the Horsham slabs of
nave, aisle, and chancel were stripped off and
decaying timbers thus disclosed were all put
in order under the direction of the Diocesan
architect and at the expense of nearly £900.

One of the three bells is inscribed : “Wm.
Eldridge made me 1674.” It marked per-
haps final recovery from the spoliation of the
Church in Edward the Sixth’s time, when
its three bells of that day, its plate, vestments,
etc., were confiscated. The spire was added
to the bell turret in about 1800, taking the
place of a mere cap, such as there is on the
turret of Wotton Church.

The present oak pulpit was made in 1857,
but 1t has three well-carved panels of Renais-
sance date representing the Resurrection with
the guard in Roman armour, the Annuncia-
tion, and the visit of the Shepherds,




“he Ollivother antiauitiesare the two
Jacobearchairs in the Sanctuarv.one of
whicllwasa moderraift. but the othermay
be an old possessicof the Church.

The Churchhad a very extensiverestora-
ti0i1 and renovation in '1856-5under the
architecHenrv Goodvel(hewholaterre-built
St. Martin's.Dorkina.with its splendicspire).
Therehasbeena successicof threechancels:
the oriainalNormanonewasfollowedin the
ThirteenthCenttlrvbv the secondand the
ahirdis the nresenone.which renlacecthe
secondn 1857the needfor the rebuilding
beinadueto the extremeweaknesof the
walls.in spiteof the supportof huaebut-
tresses.The sedileand nrobablv the doa-
toothedstrina coursein the nresenichancel

wereconiedfromthe previouschancel. That
chancehad a larae™ nernendiciilar east

window.hiit this had renlacedhe oriainal
lancet<only in aboulA 1 7 In (the present
chancethe lancetsreannear The southwall
of the thirteenthcenturvchancehada low
sidewindowand a nriest'sdoor. neither of
whichwererenlacechut threewindowswere
Introduce(nto it. In 188(the part of this
southwall oiitsidethe Sanctuarnwasrenlaced

bv the nresenarcadeaivina accesto the
oraanchamheiand soiith-easvestrv. which

wereaddedo the churctin that vearalong-
sidethe chancelBasilChampnevbeinathe
architecffor theseandotheralterationdn the
churchto be nresentlvmentionecmadein
1880. Thissouth-eawvestrvisnolonaerused
assuch.a newandmostsnaciouvestrvonen-

Ina out of thenorthaisle alonasidthenave.
having been given by Mrs. Edwin.Water-



