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Abinger Cburcb
An account of A binger Church read by Mr.

John A. Gibbs in the Church on August 18th
to a large contfrany of the Surrey Archceo-
logical Society, who t'isitcd VVotton and
A binger that day.

I may mention to begin with that this
Church at 551 feet above the sea is the third
highest among the ancient churches of Surrey,
Tatsfield and St. Martha's alone surpassing
it, but of modern churches there are also Cold-
harbour and Ranmore.

I will now tell you what there is.of anti-
quarian interest. First and foremost are the
early Norman north and south walls of the
nave; built of rubble, and small round-
headed windows, of which the three on the
north side and the westernmost of the three on
the south side are original (but repaired). The
walls are nearly 4 feet thick up to the windows.

The Domesday Survey of 1086 records that
there was a church here at that time. It is
impossible, of course, to be quite certain that
ours is that church, but good architects claim
that it was, among them Gilbert Scott (Sir
Gilbert later), who in about 1852 Alwhen he
was building Westcott Church) went so far
as to express his belief that the nave is Saxon
built; and in recent times the late Mr. Philip
Johnston (expert on Surrey churches) always
held that this is the Domesday church, not
Saxon, but Norman, and built in about 1080.



Next ill interest is the Nortll Aisle, lying
alongside the Chancel, a chapel which was no
dotibt dedicated to ()ur Lady, of its
rubble-built walls and its seven lancet win-
dows Nvere, according to sotnc authorities,
built as early as 1200, while none J)llt thC111
as later than 1240. It is conunonly called the
Patron's Chancel, since the Patron claimed it
to be his private property, as ill the case of
similar chapels in Inany other churches. and
at the restoration of our churcll in 1857 the
Patron, Mr. W. J. Evelyn, did undertake that
of this Aisle.

The tie-beams, king posts, rafters, and parts
of the ceiling boards of the Nave are believed
to be many, perhaps 600 or more, years old.

In the years 1935-38 the Horsham slabs of
nave, aisle, and chancel were stripped off and
decaying timbers thus disclosed were all put
in order under the direction of the Diocesan
architect and at the expense of nearly E900.

One of the three bells is inscribed : ' 'Wm.
Eldridge made me 1674.' It marked per-
haps final recovery from the spoliation of the
Church in Edward the Sixth's time, when
its three bells of that day, its plate, vestments,
etc., were confiscated. The spire was added
to the bell turret in about 1800, taking the
place of a mere cap, such as there is on the
turret of Wotton Church.

The present oåk pulpit was made in 1857,
but It has three well-carved panels of Renais-
sance date representing the Resurrection with
the guard in Roman the Annuncia-
tion, and the visit of the Shepherds,



E kl he Olliy other antiquities are the two
Jacobean chairs in the Sanctuary, one of
whicll was a modern gift, but the other may
be an old possession of the Church.

The Church had a very extensive restora-
ti0i1 and renovation in 1856-57 under the
architect Henry Goodyer (he who later re-built
St. Martin's, Dorking, with its splendid spire).
There has been a succession of three chancels;
the original Norman one was followed in the
Thirteenth Centtlry by the second, and the
ghird is the present one, which replaced the
second in 1857, the need for the rebuilding
being due to the extreme weakness of the
walls, in spite of the support of huge but-
tresses. The sedile and probably the dog-
toothed string course in the present chancel
were copied from the previous chancel. That
chancel had a large " perpendicular east
window, but this had replaced the original
lancets only in about Å1750. In the present
chancel the lancets reappear. The south wall
of the thirteenth century chancel had a low
side window and a priest's door, neither of
which were replaced, but three windows were
introduced into it. In 1880 the part of this
south wall outside the Sanctuary was replaced
by the present arcade, giving access to the
organ chamber and south-east vestry. which
were added to the church in that year along-
side the chancel, Basil Champneys being the
architect for these and other alterations in the
church to be presently mentioned made in
1880. This south-east vestry is no longer used
as such, a new and most spacious vestry open-
ing out of the north aisle, alongside the nave,
having been given by Mrs. Edwin .Water-


