LUCKY NUMBER
Your Lucky Number for the

Pageant prize is

1565

The Winning Number will be
announced at the end of the

« Pageant.




Lyle’s
Golden Syrup

Production of l,_\'h-‘s Golden .“‘f} rup
is still strictly controlled, and we
greatly regret that it is quite
impossible for us to inecrease

hllllll“t'?—ﬂ at present.

TATE & LYLE LIMITED

[London & Liv erpool

FORREST STORES

LIMITED

GROCERS - PROVISIONERS
WINE & SPIRIT MERCHANTS

For everything that is

good to eat or drink

PROMPT DELIVERIES IN ALL DISTRICTS

SHERE
Tel.380/1/2

PEASLAKE WESTCOTT

Tel.—ABINGER 22 Tel.—WESTCOTT 10

HOLMBURY ST. MARY
Tel. - ABINGER 41




The

SPECTATOR

The Leading Fournal of Responsible Opinion
Founded 1828

*

Every Friday Sevenpence

Publishing Office :
99 Gower Street, London, W.C.1

BLACKWOOD’S
MAGAZINE

The Subscription for One Year, to any
address in the World, is 30/- post free

WILLIAM BLACKWOOD & SONS, LTD.

45, George Street,
Edinburgh.

1 Bateman’s Buildings,
Soho, London, W.1

SANDERSON FABRICS

OF BERNERS STREET, LONDON
& NEWTON TERRACE. GLASGOW

Telephone :  Shere 77

REFFELL'S or
GOMSHALL

Automotive, Electrical, Radio and Agricultural Engineers.

District Service Agents for :
BAIRD TELEVISION CO., ELECTROLUX
CLEANERS AND REFRIGERATORS.
Official Stockists for:
STANDARD MOTOR COMPANY,
VANGUARD, TRIUMPH,
MAYFLOWER. |
In addition to the above services we are agents for:
CARTERS TESTED SEEDS.

We hold a complete range of Garden Tools, Equipment,
Fertilizers, etc.

SANDERSON WALLPAPERS

set the scene

complete it

SANDERSON




Pageant of Sport
(In aid of the rebuilding of Abinger Church

after destruction by enemy action)

SATURDAY, JUNE 7th, 1952

Written and devised by.... Charlton Abbott

Production by......Nance Chapman and Charlton Abbott

Dances ST ORI Nance Chapman

Music R R David Holmes

Mistress of the Robes ... Mrs. N. Hamilton
COMMITTEE

Chairman: THE REvD. CLiFFORD CHAPMAN, Ph.D.

Hon. Secretary: MRrs. ALan C. ABBOTT

Pageant.  Mrs. Chapman, Miss A. King, Mr. A. C. Abbott.
Refreshments.  Mrs. Archer.

Side Shows. Mr. and Mrs. O'Donaghue, Mr. Witcher.
Publicity. Mr. N. Hamilton.

Seat Reservations. Mr. F. Roberts,

Produce Stalls. Mrs. Pratt-Barlow, Mrs. R. Mclnnes,
Mrs. McLelland.

Cake Stall. Mrs. A. Carr, Mrs. R. Seal, Mrs. 1. Borman.

Carnival  Stall.  Lady Stewart, Mrs. Nicholson, Mrs.
Witcher.

Ground Committee. Mr. R, Woods, Mr. A. Randall.

AROUND THE
VILLAGE GREEN

You may wonder why a little village like Abinger should put on a
“Pageant of Sport.” So far as we know, Abinger has produced none of the
great names which resound in the annals of sport. No young Dr. Grace
has smashed our windows with massive leg drives from the village cricket
pitch: we have raised no Joe Becketts to battle their way to fame in the
boxing arenas of the world. We are just an ordinary village, meeting round
its village green. We do feel, however, that it is just the ordinary English
villages which have, on their village green, given the world the many sports
and games which it enjoys to-day.

The village green has always been the focal point for sport, as indeed
it is for village life in general. It was here that olir great national games of
Cricket and Football were born and were developed. It was the place where
all could play from childhood until the onward creeping years and the
rheumatics made the role of a spectator more pleasant. Under its trees
and outside its inn the old men could sit and tell each other how much
better the game was played in their day.

To-day the great towns are slowly swallowing up our countryside, and
our villages, if they can manage it, prefer to call themselves towns and
behave as such. The town despises the village green, and the majority of
town-dwellers never have the chance, ar perhaps the desire, to play games.
We are fast becoming a nation of games watchers rather than games players.

Now, Abinger lies in the centre of the greatest and, we claim, the most
lovely and freely accessible district near London. Through its woods and
along its roads and paths, stream, every week-end, a vast host of hikers,
bicyelists, scouts and lovers of the open air. All around us are villages, each
boasting its cricket and its football club, meeting each week-end to do
battle with some rival. There is hunting and beagling; there is shooting and
fishing. Even the rarer pastimes of archery and stool ball flourish amongst us.

So we feel we are a centre for those that want to play themselves and not
merely to watch others playing, and this is our apology for putting on a
“Pageant of Sport.” In it we shall try to show, in their historical settings,
many of our famous sports and pastimes.

All our players arc amateurs who have given their time to make what
we venture to hope may be a pleasant and amusing afternoon for you.
To them and for their enthusiasm we tender our sincerest thanks.

e |
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THE PROGRAMME

PROLOGUE by David Holmes

SCENE I: MEDIEVAL
(a) Falconry ..o Members of the Abinger Pony Club
(b) The Sports of Archery, Wrestling, Single Stick.. o Guildford Youth Club

This scene opens with a party of Norman nobles HAWKING in one of the
many great forests that covered England. Hawking was a sport entirely reserved
to the nobility and was largely practised by ladies. The Hawk was carefully trained
to fly at Game, and was carried on a gloved fist.

Archery, which forms the second part of this scene, found one of its most
romantic exponents in Robin Hood. The strict game laws which the Norman over-
lords enforced to protect the game in their forests were undoubtedly bitterly resented
by the Saxon peasant. Whilst the Norman Lord pursued the game on horseback
and killed with his spear, the Saxon peasant filled his larder with the silent and swifter
arrow. The bow, and particularly the Longbow, to which the English were greatly
attached, proved its value as a weapon of war at such notable battles as Crecy and
Agincourt, and it became compulsory for all Englishmen who were fit and healthy
to have a bow in their possession and available for use in his sovereign's behalf,
should need arise.

WRESTLING and SINGLE STICK are very old sports amongst Englishmen.

*

SCENE II: ELIZABETHAN

...................................... Members of the Abinger Bowls Club
............... i Ladies and Gentlemen of Abinger and
Children of Abinger Hammer School

(¢) Country Dancing. ... Ladies and Gentlemen of Abinger and
Children of Abinger Common School
(Trained by Miss Gore)

(a) Bowls and Skittles
(b) Chess.

The earliest mention of BOWLS occurs in the thirteenth century. Only two
bowls were used, small triangular markers being bowled at from each end in turn.
It was not until the fourteenth century that the “jack,” or object ball appears.

The game of SKITTLES is closely allied with nine-pins. Its ancient name was
Kayle Pins, derived from the French world “quills.” Some of the earlier forms of
skittle pins were sheep’s bones. Both Bowls and Skittles were, in the Middle Ages,
played by women,

The country dances, of which one of the most important was the Maypole,
have long been a feature of English life. The May Day celebrations are of Pagan
origin.

The origins of CHESS are lost in obscurity. It is known to have been played
by King Canute and William of Normandy. The chessboard appears to have been
the same as to-day.

*

SCENE III: SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

(@) Stool Ball ... Miss Brooker & Friends
(BY. MIRIE. .......conmiinvsiiitismtsin s o siivs e R . Shirley Munro
(¢) The Duel.....oo, Members of the Guildford Fencing Club

The scene opens with the ancient game of STOOL BALL, a game still carried
on in this county. The original form of this game appears to have been played by
women, as a kind of French cricket, with a milk stool as wicket.

The duel shown is Sword and Dagger.

*

SCENE 1V: EIGHTEENTH CENTURY
Boxing . .. S A Members of the Surrey Constabulary,
Ladies and Gentlemen of Westcott

Britain is the home of boxing and it is one of our oldest sports. The rules as we
understand them were introduced about 1740 and early fights were with bare fists.

*

SCENE V: EARLY NINETEENTH CENTURY
ChRIlr e QL PLAY. =it . Patricia Faure (Singer),
eronica and Heather Harrison,

Children of Abinger

Some of the earliest children’s rhymes date back to 1728, when an unidentified
author wrote the “Nurses’ Song,” regretting some characteristics of young children,

A little later such nursery rhymes as “Boys and Girls come out to play.” *“Jacky
Horner™ and “This Pig went to Market” came into being.

9




SCENE VI: VICTORIAN

() The: Seasitle... i it Ladies and Gentlemen of Abinger,
Children of Abinger Common School

(h) Tennis and CrOQUEL ... Lady Touche & Friends
lst Holmbury St. Mary Guide Company

(¢) Cricket T S N e Gentlemen of Abinger

(d) Football Holmbury St. Mary Football Club

Nineteenth Century. We now pass on to what was perhaps the heyday of British
sport. Swimming has always been a sport pre-eminent amongst us, and is men-
tioned by as early a writer as Piers Plowman. Tennis, as we understand it to-day,
is generally supposed to have originated from the indoor or real tennis. Cricket
originated from club-ball, and MSS. of the fourteenth century shows a man with a
bat being bowled at and surrounded by figures (once again of both sexes) who are
obviously fielders. Wickets were not used until the early eighteenth century.

Football was very popular in the fourteenth century, and an edict of Edward 111
prohibited it as impeding Archery, then considered the most vital exercise. Shrove
Tuesday has been, and still is, the day when massed football was played in a number
of towns and villages throughout the land.

Croquet is the direct descendant of the old game of Pall Mall, from which comes
the name of the London Street. Pall Mall came from France in the early seventeenth
century, being played with mallets and balls on a similar principle to croguet.

*

EPILOGUE: FOLLOWED BY—
(1) Modern Stoolball — Coldharbour Stoolball Team.

(2) Modern Fencing — Miss Gibson’s School of
Fencing, Godalming.
(3) International Folk Dancing by Members of ithe
Society for International Folk Dancing.
The dances planned are the WeGaGis (Switzerland), NEopoLITAN
TARANTELLA (Italy), WinDMILL (Germany), SCHOTTISCHE (Sweden),
KARAPYET (Russia).

(4) Square Dancing — by Guildford Youth Clubs, led
by Mr. T. O. Pope.

Spectators are invited to take part on payment of One Shilling.

I
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THE ABINGER STORY

The oldest residence in Abinger dates back to about 8000 B.C. It is a
Stone Age pit dwelling, discovered a few hundred yards west of the Church
in 1950. A hundred yards or so from the Church is a mound and a moat,
which was an early Norman fort. On the top of the mound there was a
stockade. Next to this “strong point™ there was, no doubt, the first manor
house. The Manor is still there.

The Church may have been originally built, probably of wood, in Saxon
times. It is mentioned in the Domesday Survey of 1086 and the nave was
certainly early Norman. The list of Rectors dates from 1286 when, on 28th
April, Richard Fulvenne, son of Reginald, was instituted. There is a farm
on the Sutton-Abinger road named Fulven’s,

The earliest entry in the old Church registers is of a baptism: **Lawrence
Dayre, son of Matthew Dayre, was baptized the xxiii day of Aprill, 1559.”
There are many interesting records, such as that of the burial of *John
Marsh, a noted travelling hog-ringer,”” on 12th July, 1730, and that of the
baptism on 29th April, 1758, of “Samuel, base born son of Jane, the wife
of Robert Lane who was transported 3 or 4 years ago.”

At one time the Tillingbourne Valley was an industrial area. The Hammer
ponds were used in the iron industry, hence the name Abinger Hammer.
The record of the burial on 4th December, 1600, of “William, a Stranger,
which did worke att the Hamer Mill,” shows that the stream was used for
power. There are still one or two mills along the valley.

On 3rd August, 1944, at 8 a.m., a flying bomb exploded near the Church.
The blast brought down the bellry, the roof of the nave, and parts of the
walls. The organ and almost all the furnishings were destroyed. Only the
thirteenth-century chapel remained more or less intact. The restoration
of the Church was entrusted to F. Etchells, Esqg., F.R.1.B.A., who, from old
etchings and photographs, etc., was able to reconstruct it as it was before
the bomb damage occurred. The builders were Messrs. Trollope and Colls.

The restored Church was consecrated by the Lord Bishop of Guildford
on Whit Sunday, 1951. When the interior is completed the Church will be
worthy of its purpose and the natural beauty of its surroundings, 551 feet
above sea level on the slopes of the highest hill in Surrey.

11
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The organisers of the Pageant wish to express their gratitude to the many

people in Abinger and elsewhere who have helped with the making of

costumes and equipment, and by gifts of goods and money. In particular,
it i1s desired to mention G. Comper & Sons, of Shere, for the loan of the
public address equipment; Mr. E. D. G. Matthews, of Manor Farm, for the
loan of a horse and bathing machine; Messrs. W. & G. King, for the pro-
vision of the stage; Messrs. Slazenger’s Ltd., for an autographed cricket
bat; and Captain Horton, Bailiffs’ Keep. for assistance with art work,

N

PRIVATE T
TREATMENT _
in

In the event of serious illness or operation many
people still prefer private advice and treatment to
the National Health Service, but are afraid of the
cost. The non-profit-making B.U.P.A. offers an
inexpensive solution. For a moderate annual sub-
scription, the Association pays all or a major part
of the cost of private specialist, nursing home or
hospital paybed treatment, leaving members free
to make their own arrangements.

Send for brochure explaining how you and your
dependants can become members, to :

THE BRITISH UNITED
PROVIDENT ASSOCIATION

President : The Viscount Nuffield, C.B.E., F.R.S.
6 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE, LONDON, E.C.I

REF. 22-36
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PAGES OF SPORT

A quiverful — the Victorian family in the Abinger pageant.
Photo [T. A. Wilkie.

['HE ambitious Pageant of Sport staged at Abinger Common on
Saturday cost less than £100 to produce. Four months ago
he idea had not even been put on paper.

The pageant was a great success, and with a fete and compe-
itions, helped the fund for rebuilding and refurnishing the
arish Church, which was severely damaged by a flying bomb in
944. Gross takings were nearly £500.
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iarlton Abbott, 43-year-old swzn:_._mﬁacoﬁmn shoe-house, drawn by a cart-
ral merchant in London, who has horse. “The Old Woman who Lived in
wde his home in Abinger for 16 years.la Shoe” and other nursery rhymes
Mr. Abbott, who had seen only two were sung by Patricia Faure, accom-
geants in his life, began to devise panied by Veronica and Heather Har-
d write the pageant in February, rison, and mimed by the children.

d this was his first attempt ol its, “HEYDAY OF SPORT”

nd. |
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¥ s D | Then dignified tennis (Lady Touche

the Surrey countryside. Nearby is
: . op/And friends) and crogquet (lst Holm-
e old Parish Church on the slopes of bury 8t Mary Cifl Ohrides) <were fol-

pethighest ML in Surrey, and Boy lowed by a “slow motion” and comica,

owing no sign of its war-time dam-ip ooy mateh by Holmbury St. Mary

B :
be F.C. The Victorian scene closed with
For- 20 Toiniien DEVEEEN 1% m.d_u.....wm greatest of all English games—

rY housand people watched a pic-|; e ;

wmmow colour m.wﬂn vgcqmﬂwme mnm“:mwma manly sport”—cricket, played by
lage Green as Elizabethans, Geor-| Whiskered” men of Abinger.

ns, and Vietorians strode the turf APPRECIATION

they had done years before. The/ After the epilogue the whole com-
janisers took great pains to make pany paraded and received well-
e whole picture as autherntia as pos-/deserved appreciation from the audi-
le, and it was this eye for detall ence. '
at contributed a great deal to the| The pageant was arranged by a com-
geant’s undoubted success. mittee under the chairmanship of the
I'wo heralds in white, with gleaming Rector (the Rey. Clifford Chapman).
st-horns, preceded on” to a central|with Mrs. Alan C. Abbott as secretary
ge the BSpirit of Sport (David Froduction was by Nance Chapman
Imes), who delivered the prologue.land Mr. Abbott, dances by Nance
roughout the pageant he spoke the Chapman, music by David Holmes
nantic narrative from “behind theland mistress of the robes, Mrs. N. Ham-
nes." lilton. Many of the costumes were
)BIN HOOD AND HIS MERRY MEN designed by Mrs. Abbotf, and Miss A
- {King was also one of the principal
Pirst came the medis;eval scene awﬂﬁmwum.mmm.sﬁ helpers. There were, of
2 ancient sport. of falconry, pre-course, many others who contributed
ited by members of Abinger Pony towards the success of the afternoon.
1b, followed by the romantic heroes| During the evening there were dis-
Sherwood Forest. The appearance plays by Coldharbour stoolball team
Robin Hood, who sent an arrow Miss Gibson's School of Fencing
ay into space over the trees, d..___m.w..w—uw. (Godalming), and members of the
nal for a rollicking entry of ﬁrmnmoﬁmnm for International Folk Danec-
rry Men in Lincoln Green. {ing. Square dancing, in which any-
(his was Stoughton Youth Club'sone was invited to take part, was led
itribution, and they demonstrated by Guildford Youth Club, with Mr. T.
> sports of archery (there were three O. Pope as caller.

four “bulls” from 30 paces). wrest-| j

g, and single-stick. During a wrest-| = — e
g blirow-lea-Beweti-broke his collar-|
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Man behind the pageant was Mr.
Charlton Abbott, 47-year-old agricul-
tural merchant in London, who- has
'made his home in Abinger for 16 years,
~ Mr. Abbott, who had seen only two
pageants in his life, began to devise
and write the pageant in February,
and this was his first attempt of its
|Kind.

Men and women of Abinger and
organisations from the district—a cast
of nearly 20 ook part. Some of the
costumes had to be hired, but most of
them were home-made and beautifully

done,
. ON VILLAGE GREEN _

The scelieé Was thie village Oreen—
focal point of willage sport—in the
natural beauty of this unspollt corner
of the Surrey countryside, Nearby is
the old Parish Church on the slopes of
the highest hill in Surrey, and now
showing no sign of its war-time dam-
age.

For' 90 minutes between two and

¥

£ .

amily in the Abinger m.mhoa:?
[T. A. Wilkie.

"THE ambitious Pageant of Sport staged at Abinger Common on
Saturday cost less than £100 to produce.
the idea had not even been put on paper.

Four months ago

The pageant was a great success, and with a fete and compe-
titions, helped the fund for rebuilding and refurnishing the
Parish Church, which was severely damaged by a flying bomb in
1944. Gross takings were nearly £500.

followed into the arena a cleverly con-
structed shoe-house, drawn by a cart-
horse. “The Old Woman who Lived 'n
a Shoe” and other nursery rhymes
were sung by Patricia Faure, accom-
panied by Veronica and Heather Har-
rison, and mimed by the children.

"HEYDAY OF SPORT”

Lastly came the Victorian age, which
the programme described as perhaps
the heyday of British sport, and also
with its tradition, dignity, class dls-
tinctions, and decorum, There were
plenty of laughs at the gentle fun
poked at our grandfathers and grand-
mothers. This scene was pr
men and women ol .wﬁﬂ%ﬂ%mnmﬂm%ﬂrﬂw._ﬂ%
dren of Abinger Common School.

Then dignified tennis (Lady Touche
and friends) and croquet (lst Holm-
bury St. Mary Girl Guides) were fol-
lowed by a “slow motion' and comica,
football mateh by Holmbury St. Mary
F.C. The Victorian scene closed with
the greatest of all English games—

three thousand people watched a pic-
ture of colour and movement th
Village Green as Elizabethans, 0!
gians, and Victorians strode the turf
as they had done years before. The
organisers took great palns to make
the whole picture as authentio as pos-

sible, and it was this eye for detail
that contributed a great deal to the|

“that manly sport"—ecricket, played by
whiskered” men of Abinger.

APPRECIATION

| After the epilogue the whole com-
‘pany paraded and received well-
eserved appreciation from the audi-

ence. /
The pageant was arranged by a com-

pageant’s undoubted success. _B_.nnmm under the chairmanship of the
Two heralds in white, with gleaming Rector (the Rev. Clifford Chapman}),
post-horns, preceded on’ to a central with Mrs. Alan C. Abbott as secretary
stage the Spirit of Sport (David Production was by Nance Chapman
Holmes), who delivered the prologue.land Mr. Abbott, dances by Nance
Throughout the pageant he spoke the Chapman, music by David Holmes
romantic narrative from “behind the and mistress of the robes, Mrs. N. Ham-
scenes.” _:Su. Many of the costumes wers
ROBIN HOOD AND HIS MERRY MEN designed by Mrs. Abbott, and Miss A
|King was also one of the principal
First came the mediseval scene with | pageant helpers. There were, of
the ancient sport of Hm.__uo:_.m. Pre- course, many others who contributed
sented by members of Abinger Pony towards the success of the afternoon.
Club, followed by the romantic Bm,.dmmm During the evening there were dis-
of Sherwood Forest. The appearance plays by Coldharbour stoolball team
of Robin Hood, who sent an arrow Miss Gibson’s School of Fencing
away Into space over the trees, was the (Godalming), and members of the
signal for a rollicking entry of the Society for International Folk Danc-
Merry Men ‘in Lincoln Green. . |ing. Sguare dancing, in which any-
This was Stoughton Youth Club'sone was invited to take part, was led
contribution, and they demonstrated by Guildford Youth Club, with Mr. T
the sports of archery (there were three O. Pope as caller.
or four “bulls” from 30 paces), ﬁnmwn._ :
ling, and single-stick. During a wrest-| =
ling throw- Les-BSewettbroke-his collarl
bone, and Jack Page sprained a wris
(but both pluckily continued a very
|realistic scene.

BOWLS, SKITTLES, CHESS

On to the Elizabethan era and the
more serene bowls and skittles, coun-
try dancing. and chess. The last-men-|
tioned was oufstanding in presenta-
tion. A chequered cloth was spread|
on the ground, and children of Abin-/
ger Hammer School, dressed to repre-
sent chess pleces, acted a game be-
tween Good Queen Bess and a noble-
man. Others in the Elizabethan scene
included members of Abinger Bowling
Club and children of Abinger Common
|8chool (trained by Miss Gore).
| Stool ball, displayed by Miss Brooker
and friends, a delicate minuet by Shir-
ley Munro, and a realistic-looking
sword and dagger duel by members of
Guildford Fencing Club were chosen
as popular sports and pastimes of the
17th century. v

Two men of Surrey Constabulary
gave a bout of bare-fist boxing, and
men and women of Westcott were sup-
porters and onlookers in this 18th-
century episode.

The early 19th century was repre-
sented by a charming group of chil-
dren at play. Children of Abinger




SMART SET, — Dressed for
tennis in the height of late
Victorian fashion these pariners
were at Abinger Common, Sur-
rey, where they look part in a
“ Pageant of English Sporis
through the Ages.”
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