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(DRAFT)

CONP ANy AT THE MANOR.

An Anthology for a Summer Night's Entertainment

pregented
on the
NORMAN MOITE at ABINGER MANOR. 5
|
!
|

MUSIC Vaughan Williams "Folk Song Suite" for lilitary Band. |
PROLOGUE. } ] !
Host and Hostess walk on to the liotte with Son and/or
Daughter, Ndéace, or visiting girl ® A men |
They greet their visitors 4 women

Man and wife about their own age, Tall elderly Spinster
friend, Young man - possibly American or Canadian

After greetings the lMotte is introduced - how and when it
came to be - nearness to Hastings etc = Spring and earlier
settlement - Abinger and Domesday Book, Camden and his
tduck pond' and some indication of the various theme's of
the pageant scenes to follow, but all (I hope) in a light
conversational waye Avoiding all dates and detailse.

These to be giwen in a Programme Note with - I think both
desirable and justified - due acknowledgement to

Characters of the Prologue move off towards the house and a

NARRRDBR $4i88 Up the story.

MUSIC -

Sir Bdward Beddington-Behrens.
= V.W. "Greensleves” |

Saxons appear by the lMoat - all very leisurelye. 7 men or less
Normand are seen approaching, agitation and excitement ? women
run off.
{onosrun ? children
Normand enter,at least two mounted Knights - or Knight &
Squire, with at least four men-et-erms, 6 men
2 horses

They ride to the top of the mount and erect palisade.
One or two Saxons can be pressed into service for this

The Palisade is hardly up when there is a shout off of
"Ware Senlac Arrows" and a flight of arrows whiz through the
trees on to the mound and palisade. Another flight follows.

Saxons attempt tp storm the liotte. Normand charge from the

top and the Saxons are driven off. Some prisoners etec.



2.
EPISODE 1 (Cont'd)

1 : :
Norman women arcive - on horse-back or walking - but only one
or two - nb§ as many as the Norman men to inticate that the two
races intermarried and became one.

The scene ends as it began ¢ quiet and pastoral.
NARRATOR =--- The first Crusade instigated by Pope -?- , = and why
EPTISODE 11. The Crusades. usic =7- 1 ' Monk

| I do not know of any record that any member of the local families

at this time went to the Crusades but I remember reading that Richard 1.

on his way to the lst Crusade, passed through or near the village.

A Crusader Knight could arrive - with lionk who reads the proclamation

of the Pope and calls for - or requisitions recruits from among the

company assembled.

| Ceremony of the Red Cross etc - farewells from their womenfolk who
watch their departure.

| EPISODE 11 -X1Vth - XVth Century
Folk Song =~ "Summer is A-coming in" or "The Lark in the Morning"
Sheep, Shepherds - Shepherdesses. > 3-4 lads

3 girls

NARRATCOR :- 'Canterbmy Pilgrim's =~ Prologue to Canterbury Tales”
Introduction - description (shortened) of various pilrims.

Knight - Squire - Yeoman - Friar - Prioress - Nun - 4 men
Wife Of Bath = others if desired. 3 women
Hostess

The pilgrims enter, each on their 'marration' are welcomed

- or sometimes not - by hostess. They are given refreshment Villagers
- make purchases. - perhaps water their horses at moat -

eventually ride - or walk off - to Pilgrim Hymn.

Shepherd and shepherdesses dance together on the top of lotte
Music - "Tomorrow shall be my Dancing Day" -
TweYBung Knights ride past.

NARRATOR:~ =--- The De la Hale family at Qakwood Hill & Alan de la Hale and
_ MRobin & Marion™ =~ the Troubadors.

The two young Knights ride up to the top of the mound -
Shepherds run off - two of the girls are abducted - not too

unwillingly .

~ When ?hepherds re-appear, the third girl rounds on them and sends
them after the knights and girld. She - seeing a third knight




5.
EPTSODE 111 (Cont'd)

approaching, prepares to be abducted, but he rides past to her
obvious disgust.

Hawking partye Archery Practice.

41

Other Characters enter (Fair Costumes) and the scene takes on the

suggestion of a 15th Century Tapestry.
Troubador Song " L'Amour de lNoy"
NARRATOR: Illore Wars.= Laurence Oliver "Crispin Day" Speech,Henty V".

Archers recruited - more farewells.

EPISODE 1V
NARRATOR: - 1959 = Coronation of Elizabeth 1 = etce

Shepherds and Shepherdesses =~ now in Tudor Costume.

Household and retainers gradually assemble - group and sing
a Madrigal.

Parish priest enters with visitor who brings news of the Armada.
also copy of Elizabeth's Tilbury Speech which th: Lady of the
Manor reads aloude.

The stage grows darker. The people watch anxiously. Locking

towards the west. Suddenly they suggest that the see a
distant bon-fire and signal. -~ News of victory.

Fanfare of Trumpets. Torches appear. Headed by Lady and Pr
campany move off in a torch lit procession towards church to
V.W. Coronation setting of "0ld Hundredth Psalm"

End of Part 1. - INTERVAL.

PART 11l.
EPISODE V. Early 17th Century.

'MEy Day Scenee. llappole is get up on top of Mound.

@irl, the llay Queen, Young Cavalier, Inukeeper, Begs and Girls.
May day revels = dancing round the liaypole.

Puritans suddenly appear and interrupt the revels.

The Maypole is thrown down. Protests from Lads. One is caught
and the Puritans try to drag him away. Young Cavalier drawg his

2 Young
lMen
1l older.

3 women
3 men

Villagers

iest

sword.



Réu.nd.lae:laul Soldiers appezr. Fight. Young man escapes.
?uritaﬂ Scene ?.

Thenfgreat rejoicing - villagers rush on to welcome back
'Cavalier! family including young mane

Gﬁmpany prepare to receive John Evelyn. - Dr Gerey etc.

cene ends with sébme commemoration of Purcell - Born 1659

18th Centmmy. Countryside and Abinger 'discovered(
Literary inhabitants and visitors. -

A series of little scenes suggesting the contemporary

i Commemoratlng death of Handel = 1759. |
i \. ]

Victorian Party of some sorte.
Shepherdesses have now become Maidsevents at llanor
Black dresses,caps, aprons.

The 'Morland' cottage children of previous scene s e
b :axher quaint perhaps bub hardly picturesque.
'ngs brlght and beautiful" (?)

Knight in silver armour &
,horses ride on to top of



Qéﬁkumes}‘feq,uireé. if as Draft. Most Bodies can appear in
- morethan one scene if necessary.

9 men - 4 viliens 5 serfs.

Women and children as appropriate families.

2 Knights Full Armour - Horses.

4 Men-at-Arnis. Can have chain mail shirts only
with leggings cross gartered.

\

3 - 4 women. possibly mounted.

-

g

eader Knight can be:Norman with different Tabard end sheild.

~ (Bne could be the Sguire of. the C.P.)
e Knight of C.P.) . -
: RN . ¢ 3 Horses.

T S ‘ A

é.@gut" 12 or so.

ciq 1d be ome of the young Knights.




(o v ;
; = go‘od‘— Stuar‘t costumes
OHN EVELYN. & RECTOR. - = . - -

women 4 children. 'liorland costumes'
good 18th Century Costumes

Dbgs. ’
“and Farm Workers (2)

o 3 % SO et 1 L O N mas win e



