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%g iRCHYg %D LAW
CHANCELLORS’ ADVIC O
INCUMBENTS

The following memorandum on “the
Legal Position of the lncumbent'm regard
to the Churchyard ™ has been issued by

the Diocesan Chancellors’ Committee : —

e strict right of a parishioner in the church-
va’rrdhcis simplyglhc right to interment. The erec-
tion of a tombstone or monument over a grave,
though now customary, remains a privilege. It
is an erection on consecrated ground, and there-
fore in strictness requires the grant of a faculty,
but where the incumbent consents a faculty is
| not in practice insisted on. The incumbent, in
' giving or refusing such consent, is not acting on
| behalf of the ordinary: nor is he exercising the
| functions of a judge. He has the primary rlgl_n
| by reason of his position as incumbent to refuse
this privilege unless sanctioned by a faculty.

His refusal should always be with reference
to the particular case, and on the lines that he
must require a faculty because he considers that
particular monument unsuitable to that particu-
lar churchyard. If asked why he considers it
unsuitable he should give his reasons, which
would presumably be either on account of its
size, its shape, or its material, but always with
reference to that particular churchyard. In this
way he might well be acting on the advice given

in the recently published Notes on the Care of |

Churchyards, and there is no reason why he

A {
should not do so, provided he docs not treat such

notes as of binding authority. Having regard to
the painful circumstances in which the question
generally arises, and which often create sym-
| pathy for the parishioners involved, it is desirable
that the parochial church council should assist
| the incumbent in performing this difficult duty
| by passing a resolution to the effect that they
. adopt generally for their churchyard the prin-
| ciples laid down in such notes and will support
the incumbent in acting upon them.
| _If the matter comes before the Consistory
Court on an application for a faculty, the Judge
has to exercise a judicial discretion in accordance
with ecclesiastical law. - The incumbent has no
such judicial discretion. In refusing to allow a
memorial he is not deciding a case against the
applicant, but is merely referring him to the
proper tribunal dealing with the subject. He in-
curs no liability, but transfers the responsibility
to the proper shoulders.
Inscriptions are on the same footing, except
that objections to them would seldom be with
| reference to a particular churchyard, but on some
| more general ground of unsuitability.
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Sir—May I support “W. B.’s > }
your issue of November 24 ahout untidy
churchyards? In olden days — not sp
very long ago either — our churchyards
were kept neat and beautiful by allow-
ing sheep to crop the grass from time
to time. By an inverted ' “ reverence *
popular oFimon s now against this simple
and sound practice. This would not matteyp
if the parishioners were willing to provide
the means for cutting the churchyard grass
regularly. But in the ;

. majority of co Y
parishes the Churchfolk adopty the obusrcl'tlllz

antist attitude of neither allowing the grass
to be sheep-cut nor paying for it fo be hand-
cut. The result is huge shocks of rank grasg
‘?udb weegs alll _overlthe place, hiding = the
ombs and making the church W
and in time unsafe, BL5 Cotap
Will the country clergy do their ut
\ ) v m
blrmg }helly pe(_)plel onc‘le more in favogit })(';
sneep leeding in churchyards an i
that there isbnothmg wha o point out
allowing God’s creatures

’

tever Irreverent in

to pasture j ?
_ : § in 5
acre? Indeed the 1rreverence God's

S : : les in the pre.
sent  view, by allowine g 2t D
unkempt. g God’s acre to be
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Nottingham, VIL TRUMAN.
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,who departed this Life /'June 17th. 1785 / axedi

lVSCRIPTIONS INSIDE THE CHURCH

West Window of the Nave

In the glass

"To the Glory of God / and in loving memory /

of Anne Hill / this window was / given by her son
T.P.Hill / Rector 1880."
South Wall of the Nave

WS vaned
West side of the door. A doubTQ‘oreyAmarble tablet,

on the eastern half.
"In a Vault / Underneath Lyeth the / Body of

Mr. Johannes Worsfold of Folles / Green in this

1761 aged 41 years / Here also Lyeth the Body of /
Mrs. Elizabeth Worsfold / widow of the late Mr. /
John Worsfold of the same / Place who Departed this

life / April y€ 8th 1763 Aged 80 years."

Parish / who Departed this Life / August y€ 15th
On the Western half

"In the same / Vault also lies interred the

Body / of Mr. Richard Row}ier / who departed this
Life the 9th / Day of May 1767 aged 22 / years /.
Here also Lyeth the Body of / Mrs. Elizabeth Rew%;e
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3. BEast side of ‘the door - on a white marble tablet

with grey marble back,

"Sacred to the memory of / Commodore William
Robinson / of the Bombay Marine / who in the year 1774
commanded a small squadron / fitted out by the Bombay
Government / for the purpose of / exploring the Coast
of the Indian Ocean / from the mouth of the Indus to
the Persian Gulph / a survey which had not been
attempted /'since a similar voyage was undertaken /
for the same purpose / by Nearchus in the time of
Alexander / and to which Dr. Vincent / the learned
translator of the voyage of Nearchus / acknowledges
himself to have been much indebted / in the
performance of that work /. Having obtained an
honourable independence in the service of the East
India Company / he retired to Abinger Hall in this

parish /. He died in London in March 1803 aged 57

——

years / and is buried in a vault in this chureh /
This simple tribute / is offered to his memory by one
of those / who were indebted to the kindness of his
dieposition / for many of the enjoyments of their
childhood / and is also intended to fulfil / what
would have been the wishes of others / who can now

no longer express them / but who would have gordially

joined / in this record by their sense of his worth
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4. West side of the 3 light window near the
7"\*1 WW On a bronze tablet on green marble back.

Mtrnred

afﬁ.‘“‘“"‘"‘s $ "To the sacred memory / of / Flora Louise
lEMaM:m Iugard D.B.E. / beloved wife of / Frederick Dealtr

25th 1929 /. I thank my God upon every remembranc

of you."

5. On a brass tablet under the last
) | -
m "To the Glory of God / and in loving memory of /

William Anthony Mitchison / Lieut Royal 3ngineers /

killed in action near Ypres / 20th Sept. 1917 aged 24

6. On a brass under the same 3 light window (}"7)

"In memory of John Carby Thompson 7 ot Inheln
obiit July v MDCCCLXXII."

7. On a brass on the wall under the last

g”z‘"{:‘;‘m““ "In loving memory of / Evelyn Arthur Gibbs f
"

third son of / John Arthur and E. Gertrude ‘

Lord. Wisdom Ch.IV / "

)
-

8. 0n a marble tablet under
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fell in action May 1897 aged 22 / Given by her dat
and sisters A.D. 1899 / Thy word is a :!_amp nnto my

and a light unto my path / * (See XNo.56)

In the glass of the above mentioned 3 light vindouc

7kcqlm/)/ﬁq &

lomd - woy In’the eastern light:- Above "Fides": be}o' _ ,
M"V"’ olhe "Be thou faithful / unto death and / I will give
mumw?,/’h:\ A

CM}M}M’MQ- thee a crown of life /"

| In the middle light:- Above "Caritas": below
"The end of the commandment is cher(ity) / out
of a pure heart:) [and of a good conscience and]‘of =
| faith unfeigned /" (Timothy I 1.5) ‘

In the western light:- Above A"Spes': below &
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10. At the west end of the wall and opposite to the

1l. A Brass next to and east of the last

North Wall of the Nave

door; on a Brass G Mmﬂm/&amn—

"In grateful memory of those who went out /

from this [?cclesiaétical] parish and fell in the

warq\:914-1918 7

; Fte. Ernest Andrew Bone / 3rd Surrey Rifles /

Lt.Cpl. Herbert W.Carpenter / 7hh The Queens
(R.W.Surrey Regt.) / 2nd A-M Russell C.Forehead /
Royal Air Force / Pte. George Gadd / 1st The
Sherwood Foresters / Pte. Thomas Holleway / 1st
Hempshire Regt. / Cpl. Herbert William Hunt /
4th Yorkshire Regt. / Grace King / Dames des
Cantines Anglaises / Lt. William A. Mitchisen /
Royal Engineers / Lt. Walter Selwyn Orpen / Xth
ILancashire Fusileers / Pte. Ernest A.E.Smith /
4th Royal Fusileers /

On the base of the wooden frame of this Brass.

"Death is swallowed up in Victory".

"To the Glory of God / and in loving memory /
of my dear husband / Herbert William Cq.r;gggth;;&’.?‘
Queens Regiment / Schoolmaster of Abinger Council
School / who gave his life for his country /







glory to God."

at "Sacred / to the memory of / The M.J’J."' Fow
“M’“';'qw for 27 years rector of this / parish snd Rursl )--
Resigned 187'7-and died at/Brighton February 25 1881
His remains lie in 2 vault in / this churechyard /,%}
that sleep in Jesus will God bring with hil/l M.
4.14 / This tablet is / erected by his parishicmers

: ‘ ;12. A Brass next to and east of the last
j ‘
w1,

and / friends who velued his feithful / mimistry A1
am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ for it is

the / power of God unto salvation to every one that

believeth / Rom‘w’. 16. /*
§up. 3. himge (ke & Lgard nep-% B east 7‘:&(@-&#
13. A Brass on black marble back next to and east of

Berneed 4 thove last engraved et the head with the arms of the a
3 Py vgun

"In memory / of Robert Campbell 2nd Saronm 4
born Sep. S5th 1794 died June 24th 1861 / at &
Hall /, This tablet was erected by his widow
Oh God of our Salvation and / gather us
1 Chronicles 16 chap 35 verse / I.x.l_./\*:”
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died June 3rd 1878 / She was buried in a vault in the
¥.E. angle of this churchyard /. At evening time it

shall be light. Zech. XIV. 7 /n

T W PN g a—— e

15. A Brass on black marble back next to and east of the

last two .
E "To the Glory of 'God / and / in memory of / Rev ‘

Thomas Prince Hill / for 39 years rector of / this

& parish 1877-1916 / During whose time the church was

restored and much beautified / This tablet is erected
by his parishioners / in token of their appreciati'on

of his long / and faithful’ ministry in their midst /

He being dead yet speaketh.®

| /Sa y“"‘
Yho gflas war ﬂu m«m,; eack o] #z 3 WS i awwm,
M d;t#/:‘ ; “24s. M:y%e eponld .

3 g 1943






- -

A stained glass window has in the glass
"St. Margaret® a2bove and below

"Giving thanks to God / for Rose W. Redgrave /

born Oct. 3 1811 died / Novr. 23rd 1899. At Rest"®

On a brass under the above window

"In loving memory of / Gilbert Bacon Redgrave /
Major R.A.F. / younger son of G.R. Redgrave and Emma
his wife who died / October 23rd 1924 aged 40 /, Thou

has made me glad through thy works."

On a2 brass on the south side of the last

"To the dear memory of Richard Redgrave C.B.
R.A / born 30 April 1804 died 14 December 1888 /
who spent thirty six summers in this village looking ,
:through Nature up to Nature's God /, Make him to be

numbered with thy Saints in glory everlasting."

On a bronze tablet on north side of the last but one
"In affectionate remembrance of / Buma wife of
Gilbert Redgrave / She spent many happy hours in /

Abinger and died at Sydenham Jan / 1l4th 1914 in the
64th year of her age."

19 & Uondon oo 1y - A broniye babtel Wik whiis (2t

“«y a&bwdt'wmm::? Farnces (Tahgaret Redpraue

; dé;%éﬁ;ﬁﬁkqpi&hé ié%;gwt Rﬁ-okv/gbmﬂﬁywzh4¢¢z

- 1948 deed Marel 3R 1932, / amd 4./ /EWM%W/
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5
North Wall of the Chancel

K . "Alastair lan Mackenzie / son of Sir Alexander

139&4 19007

Mackenzie / K.C.S.I. / Placed here by his Mother." —

B o T ovich o), P tectss inm uﬂnm_k\zmmc;z:%‘
db{m& 4 /fcfmont/zw tbelsreoh s&%"

0 W epplirn oo ' Albet Topt £7A¢W7




Bast _end of the Patron's Chancel

2l. In the glass of 3 light window the northern light
"SCS PetrYus Apost."; the middle one "SCS Jacobus

Aposé.“ the Southern one "SCS Johannes Apost.®

22. On the frame of an oil painting under the above 'iliii
"The entombment of Christ after Francia
(Francesco Raibolini) 1450-1518" /

"The gift of Colonel T.H.Lewin of Parkhurst to /
Abinger Church June 1908."

O 0 bch of Ve fiome o Wt " Jos L Pioilly 50> ane 2 -

23. On the ends of the 6 pews at the east end of the
Patron's Chancel are carved alternately, entwined
initials W.J.E., and a griffin passant ana ducally
gorged. The former né doubt represents William
John Evelyn of Wotton (1822-1908) Patron of the
living of Abigger; the latter is ﬁhe crest of the

Sk el

Evelyn‘familj,

Naoe

Sou Wall of ]

24. A brass above the pulpit engraved at

/v

the arms of the deceased,
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25.

'churchya.rd born in Jamaica / Dec.15 1769 M'

A.D. 1819. Lt. Col. of the / 5th. D.Gds. A.D.1840
In command of the heavy / Brigade of Cavalry in the
Crimea A.D.1854 / On Oct.25th of the same year led
into action / that gallant force which gained a
victory / over the Light Russian Cavalry at /
Balaclava. Was wounded twice in the / celebrated
charge. On his return to England / he was appointed
Governor of Portsmouth / and afterwards Ad jutant
General and to the / command of H.M. Troops at :
Aldershot /. He died at Bank Hall in lLancashire

and was / buried at Holme Chapel near Burnley in

that Co."

(His Life is in the Dict. of National Biography.

See also Fortescue's Hist. of the Brit.Army

Vo JXIIT:]

A brass in the Sanctuary engraved at the head with

the arms of the deceased.

".Ta.ines Scarlett first Baron Abinger / whose

remains vest 1n & vault in the N.E. / angle ot th
S ASOR t‘-q‘x R
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Rector / of this Parish son of Francis / Crawley
Esqre. Cursitor Baron / of his Majesty's Exchequer
He departed this life / the 4th day of May anno Dom

1685"/.
"Here also lyeth y® Body of / Mrs. Elizabeth

Crawley relict of / y© said Thomas Crawley and daugh
of Gabriel Ottley D.D. Chaplain / to his Majty. Xing

Charles y© 24 "/,méyw/ Pk //77/5'

(see note following No.44 below)

Organ Chamber

7/,,, mw-h 30. In glass of lancet stained glass window in the Soutl
;m wall ~ The #{W
:’ A
43 dug u'f "AYR" above, "I.H.S" below.

31. Brasses beneath the above window pane
"In honorem Dei / Dono dedit lontagu Bayly
1857 / The Rev. lMontagu Bayly A.M / who to the
glory of God gave this window A.D. 1857 / died in
the peace of God Illarch 24th A.D. 1859 aged 34 year

In thy light shall we see light."

4 A Ona brase plate o The Osgar ' A Hoktand, Londn."
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Space between Organ Chember and "Old Vestry"

32, A brass under the lancet stained glass window in
the south wall. [ Ouwydnd w;mf,;)yu‘m M h‘b»'rj)
"In memory of / James Henry Lawrence Scarlett /

younger son of Lord Abinger / born Janry 19 1830

q .
_— died June 15th 1845 /. "I shall rise again.® « asypme
J.;ﬁ;wﬂm?- (e (s Lornl T ot
) Gma |
A 3%, A Brass on the south wall of the said space (partly
concealed by the organ) reads
7}:;51 /}F E o i o7 "The Bast window / erected to the memory of /
b
W% hu’ )’;n - Jomes 1st Baron Abinger / by his eldest son."
Adﬁdﬁ
fhlvnn m !
. daafogp 1

}”@ 34, A framed inscription (about 5 x 4 feet) on the east
#wilhﬁ}ﬁMJ

wall of the space between the organ chamber and the

"old vestrv".

"Charitable Donations and Bequests to the Poor

of this Parish.

Yesr 1513. Henry Spooner of Abinger yeoman
will dated the 5th day of January 1613 / left the
of the Parishes of Abinger / and Ockley one annuit
or yearly rent / of 20/- to be issuing out of /K
tenements and land in Abinger called / Yard Land |
be distributed yearly in / equal proportions to &
parishes of Abinger and / Ockley on the Feast day
Ali Saints F Annual interest 10/- Fa

The Poor of this Parish are entitled to / &
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portion of Mr. Smith's Charity the annual amount af
which varies. It is due at'Michaelmaa and 1is to be
distributed accor / ding to the Trust deeds and Will
in Clothes Bread and Flesh on Sundays 'y

1817 Dame Mary BEvelyn bequeathed £500 to be laid

out in the purchase of 3 per / cent Bank Annuities.

The interest to be / distributed annually on Easter
Sunday / in Bread. One moiety to the parish of /
Abinger the other to the parish of Wot / ton at the
discretion of the Rectors / Total of 3 per cent stocl

purchased 598.16.6 / annual interest £8.19. 7.

( For (Rev.H.J.Ridley A.M.Rector
( Abinger
- (Edmund Lomax Esgre Churchward
Trustees
1828 ( For (Hon. & Rev.J.E.Boscawen A.M.
Wotton ( Rector
(Lee Steere Steere Esqre
Churchwarden

1828 The Rev.J.T.Lawes A.lMl. formerly Rector / «¢
the Parish of Abinger left to John Evelyn Esqre / hi
executors administrators and assigns £100 / upon tm
that he or they do invest the same / in his or thei
own name or names in the pub / lic stocks or funds
Great Britain and upon / trust that he or they do o
shall once in eve / ry year for ever after his dece
pay / and apply the dividends and yearly proceeds

there / of unto such and so many of the poor indus

trious persons being Protestants and members of the
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20,

Established Church resident in the / parish of Abinger
and at such times and in / such manner as the said
John Evelyn his executors &c with the assistance and
ad / vice of the Rectors of the said parish of Abin /
ger for the time being shall think fit pro / vided
that the same be paid to such only of / the said poor
persons as shall not be recei / ving parochial relief
or to very distfessed objects in addition other

ordinary Paro / chial allowance or in furnishing such

com / forts as.cannot legally be supzlied by / the

Parish'officers.

1829 Rev.H.J.Ridley A.M, 'Rector%
Mrs.Anne Evelyn relict of )  lrustees
Jno.Evelyn Esqre )
- Mr.William Baker )
) Churchwardens
¥r .,Richard Johnson )

Mr,.lawes bequeathed the like sum of £100 for

) v
the same pur.oses after the decease of his widow

[ ]



The 0ld Vestry (built 1879}‘)0
25, In the floor at foot of the east wall is scratched

ny.B. March 20 1891"

The Vestry (The new vestry built 1920)

26. A bronze relief plaque of the Crucifiction on the

East wall has inscribed in the left hand bottom

corner "C. Diehl / Reproducteur" and low down on th

right side "Justin"

37. Under the above plaque is a Brass reading

"This Vestry was erected / in memory of Edwin

Waterhouse / of Feldemore / who died 17th Septembe
1917 /.

(The Vestry was given by his widow)
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Gravestones formerly visible in the Floor
"of thg phurch besides Nos. 28 & 29

6
the tiling, - For No.38 see No? in the Churchyard
section of this book)

Tz handwniisg g 9-by-Farsetl (056%0 15 -71)
Copy of undated listApreserved in the new Vestry

[ in the Wave ]
"In the nave, ten paces from the gallery front, and
seven from the south wall:" 7t % shme s doyf

m”m
VY Ak LI
"Here lieth the body / of Ann Worsfold wife /

38.

of John Worsfold who / departed this life the / 17th

day of January in / the year of our Lord / 1704 F ag
57 years."

"Here lyeth the body / of Ann the daughter /
of"...."(illegible)".

39. "Next to this another similar stone:"

"!TOhnouoo / e o 00 departed e o 00 / e o a0 the.’...”

40. "Three paces from the gallery front and seven from

south wall:"

"Here lyeth the body of / Margaret the.... /
David Worsfold who departed / this life.... 1718 /

the .... year of her age."

41. "Next to it, nine paces from the north wall:"

".... / day of June, the / year of our Lord 1
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42.

43,

44 .

17, 1782, aged 65 years."

Fotmn oot fhore e

Let him deny himself and take / up his cross daily and

A Ty TR WL~

follow Me".

B L - A - XS =y

"One pace beyond the gallery front and eight paces from

the north wall;"

= T N5 7

"Here lyeth the body of / Henry Worsfold yeoman /
who departed this life / the 1lth day of HMarch 1721 /

in the 59 year of his age.

"Seven paces from the west wall and the same distance
from the north wall:"

"Here lieth the body of /John G... (sic) son of /
Robert G... (sic) Gentn / and Elizabeth his wife / who
departed this life / the 2d. of April / in the year of
our Lord / 1729 in the 20th year of his age. / Grieve
not for me / Because my race is run / It is the Lord /

And let His will be done."

[._'In the Rector's Chancel]

"In the Rector's chancel two paces from the north wall,

one and a half from the e. end:"

"Richard Ronzier Zsq. /obiit Jan. ye 1lth 1744 /

aetatis suae 73."

"fary Hamilton / Daughter of the above died / Feb.

Mir.Richard Ronzier / died Aug. ye 18th 1757 F 4 ?5

aged 45 years."

i-—_m AT
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"W7illm. Hamilton Esq. / of Tottenham in the

County of / Middlesex husband of the / above Mary
Hemilton / died Sept. 29, 1800 / aged 73 years."
"Nearest the south wall was the black marble stone

with the name of Thomas Crawley. Dr. Offley's joined

it and between Dr. Offley's and lMr.Ronzier's was a

<:_-~*“‘§“~_;furbeck stone without any inscription." (See Nos.28 an
29 above)

43,

47.

[&n the Patron's Chancei]
"In the Patron's Chancel, at the distance of nine paces
from the Bast end, and four from the South side, were
two black marble stones, lying side by side, and thus
inscribed:"

"Here lyes the body of Alice the late wife / of
John Dibble Esq. who departed this / life July the 5th
1712. Aged 43 years."

"Here lies the body of Daniell Divbble / Gent. who
deceased ye 4th of Aprill / 1702. &S tatis suoe 84.

"Here also lies the body of Susannah the / wife
of Daniel Dibble Gent. who / deceased February the

29nd 1709/10 /. Aetatis Suse 87."

"Tn the same chancel, six paces from the Yest end, in

the middle of the passage a purbeck stone with a small

square pannel incised from which the brass had been

N
\~

abstracted."
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48.

48a..

4801 .

Mwmﬁ?/{/ﬂm 26':

EIn the Nave - again 1

"In the nave, seven races from the chancel and the.
same number from the South wall, on a purbeck stone:"

"Here under lyeth the body of lirs. Jane /
Alexander wife of the Rev. Charles / Alexander, late
Yicar of Oskwood / Chapel who departed this life the
20th / day of February in the year of our Lord / 1723.
Aged 76 years."

M s
Pnaell's trt. K |
Nos. 38 to 48 transcribed fromf}he Vestry st above

are also transcribed in Ianning & Bray'

wfﬁhﬁbﬁoynf
II (1809) pp.l142-3 where also,are ‘recorded the two

Nn 1wl in Prontdl's oot awd
following additional gravestones which are no longer

%%mawbok

visible. Presumablj tnese two were covered over

Powell &

"Surrey" Vol.

before the Vesiry list was made

[1In the Chancelj
"In the chancel.... Black marble"
"Here lyeth the body of lrs. lary Bedingfield wife
of ¥r. Thomas Bedingfield deceased lMay ye 12th 1710.
Here lyeth also the body of their daughter Mary

deceased'March ye 12 1721"

EIn the North Chancel]
[
"On a stone beneath the north wall of the north Chancel
_WHere lyeth the body of Anna-Maria Bedingffbd

daughter of Mr .Thomas Bedlngfyld deceased June the 22

1708"
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